Col I ege Adm ssions Do's and Don'ts
by Randall S. Hansen, Ph.D.

Wil e every college or university has its own requirenents for

adm ssion and its own unique set of criteria for selecting candi dates
for adm ssion, follow ng these general guidelines should help al
col l ege applicants be better prepared to tackle the adni ssion
application process.

. Do understand the College Adm ssions Dom no Effect.

. Don't wait until the last mnute to begin the application
process;
the earlier you start, the better off you’ll be. And do read the
application instructions carefully to be certain you are foll ow ng
directions and including everything each coll ege requests.

. Do fanmiliarize yourself with the coll ege adm ssions tineline.

. Do continue to take chall engi ng and advanced courses your
seni or
year in high school. And do continue to earn good grades in those
cour ses.

. Do attend college fairs, use college source books, and take
advantage of college-related Wb sources to | earn about as many
col l eges and universities as you can.

. Do devel op a set of criteria (entrance requirenents,
reputation/ranking, |location, costs, majors, etc.) for devel opi ng your
list of colleges. Read nore.

. Do work with your famly and gui dance counsel or in narrow ng
down
your list of colleges to a reasonabl e nunber.

. Do research each college or university to deternine entrance
requi renments, fees, and due dates of applications.

. Do consi der making canpus visits to the colleges that nost
i nterest
you. Read nore.

. Do include a nix of colleges in your final choice that
i ncl ude at
least one or two “stretch” schools, some number of good fit schools,
and perhaps one “safety” school. But don’t sell yourself short when
consi dering your list of schools.

. Don't panic if you don’t score as well as you hoped on the
standardi zed tests (SAT, ACT). But do plan on taking them again and
attenpting to performat a higher |evel.

. Do conmit the nost time to witing, editing, and rewiting
your
col l ege essays. And do have at | east one other person proofread your
final drafts. Read nore.

. Don't just ask the popular teachers to wite letters of
recomendati on for you. Instead, doask teachers who really know you,
your interests, and your potential



. Do consider early decision or early action prograns if you
have one
col l ege that seems a perfect fit for you. But don’t apply for one of
these progranms if you are undeci ded about your choice of colleges.
Read nore.

. Do keep track of all the deadlines for each college or
uni versity
-- and do be sure to get your applications in before those deadlines.

. Don't allow yourself to fall into the dreaded senior sl unp.
Many
colleges will ask to see at |east sonme of your senior grades before
maki ng an admi ssi ons decision -- and sone may wait on the decision

until they see all your senior grades.

. Do stay involved in volunteering and conmunity service
activities.
VWil e they | ook good on a college application, they are al so providing
you with valuable skills and experience you’ll need when it’s time to
apply for internships and jobs while in coll ege.

. Do carefully review each application packet before you sea
and
mail it to be sure you have all the correct materials for each coll ege.

Questi ons about some of the termi nology used in this article? Get nore
i nformation (definitions and Iinks) on key coll ege, career, and

j ob-search terns by going to our Job-Seeker's d ossary of Job-Hunting
Ter ms.
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Have you taken advantage of all of our college planning resources?

Read all our job-hunting do's and don'ts.



